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The goods and services provided by water play a central 

role in achieving the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) adopted at the Millennium Summit in New York 

in 2000. Good water governance - in an Integrated Water 

Resources Management(IWRM)� framework - is a critically 

important contribution to the achievement of the MDGs. 

IWRM improves cross-sectoral efficiency and cooperation 

at all levels on sustainable water resources development 

and management�, including specific sector interventions. 

The importance of water management has been further 

highlighted by the recent reports of the Intergovernmen-

tal Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and others that have 

warned that climate change will have extensive impacts on 

water resources.

The IWRM approach facilitates mainstreaming water 

issues in the political economy of a country, and as such in 

all societal sectors. It focuses on better allocation of water 

to different water user groups and in so doing stresses the 

importance of involving all stakeholders in the decision-

making process. It also calls for gender mainstreaming in 

land and water management decision making. And it sup-

ports the integration of water supply and use with the man-

agement of waste, sewage and groundwater protection, 

while recognizing that the protection and quality improve-

ments of water are preconditions for sustaining both 

human livelihoods and natural ecosystems. This approach is 

also recognized as a framework for the adaptation of water 

management to climate change and the management of 

floods and droughts.

Improved development and management of water 

resources, based on a true and inclusive stakeholder 

involvement, provides a direct link to the MDGs addressing 

poverty, hunger, gender equality, health, education and 

environmental degradation. In recognition of this link, an 

important short term target was agreed upon at the World 

Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 

2002 and included in the Johannesburg Plan of Implemen-

tation: “To develop integrated water resources manage-

�	 GWP TEC Paper 4 defines IWRM as “a process which promotes the 

co-ordinated development and management of water, land and related 

resources, in order to maximize the resultant economic and social 

welfare in an equitable manner without compromising the sustainability 

of vital ecosystems”.
4	 In the remainder of this document, we sometimes use the short 

form “water management” instead of “sustainable water resources 

development and management”.

ment and water efficiency plans by 2005, with support to 

developing countries”, or in short the“IWRM Target”�. This 

target was intended to highlight the vital role of improving 

water management through IWRM as a means towards the 

achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 

Since 2002, many countries have progressed towards 

this target, as reported by the Global Water Partnership 

(GWP), UNEP, UNDP and the Japan Water Forum in survey 

reports presented at the 4th World Water Forum in 2006. 

By the end of 2005, 25% of the 90 countries surveyed 

had made “good progress”, while 50% had made “some 

progress” and 25% had made limited or no progress 

towards the IWRM Target. Although the surveys recognized 

that considerable progress had been made, it was clear 

that many countries still had a long way to go in achiev-

ing the target, and most countries still faced considerable 

challenges in implementation. Experience to date suggests 

that the problems encountered by developing countries in 

both planning and implementation of IWRM approaches 

include the lack of political will to seriously engage in water 

policy change, financing and national resource allocation 

for water related development , awareness of water issues, 

weaknesses related to human and institutional capacity, 

and discontinued support programmes.

At the Thirteenth Session of the Commission on Sustain-

able Development (CSD) in 2005, all countries were called 

upon to accelerate the preparation of nationally-owned 

IWRM and water-efficiency plans. In the Commission’s deci-

sion, UN-Water was requested to give equal consideration 

to the CSD-13 thematic issues of sanitation and water and 

to promote system-wide interagency cooperation and coor-

dination among relevant UN agencies, funds and programs 

on these issues. The UN Secretary General was requested to 

include in his report to the CSD the activities of UN Water 

as they relate to these thematic areas.

In addition, in 2006 all countries were requested by the 

UN Secretary General to ”report on progress on IWRM and 

Water Efficiency Plans” at the CSD16 in 2008, in keeping 

with a recommendation of the UN Secretary General’s Advi-

sory Board on Water and Sanitation. 

�	 Chapter IV, Paragraph 26 of Johannesburg Plan of Implementation
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