
Prepared for the 16th session of the Commission 
on Sustainable Development - May 2008

Status Report on Integrated 
Water Resources Management 
and Water Efficiency Plans

Report



UN Water is made up of the UN agencies, programmes and funds that have a 

significant role in tackling global water concerns. It also includes major non-UN 

partners who cooperate with them in advancing progress towards the water-

related goals of the Decade Water for Life and Millennium Declaration. It is the 

official United Nations mechanism for follow-up of the water-related decisions 

reached at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development and the Millen-

nium Development Goals and supports Member States in their efforts to achieve 

water and sanitation goals and targets. Its work encompasses all aspects of 

freshwater, including surface and groundwater resources and the interface 

between fresh and sea water. 

How to cite: UN-Water (2008). Status Report on IWRM and Water Efficiency Plans 

for CSD16

Acknowledgements: This is a Report of UN-Water undertaken by its Task Force 

on IWRM Monitoring and Reporting. Gordon Young, supported by Binay Shah 

and Fred Kimaite, drafted the Report on behalf of the Task Force with direction, 

comments and advice from the members and partners of UN-Water. 

Drafting, publishing and printing of the Report was funded by contributions to 

UN-Water from DFID.



Abbreviations and Acronyms

AfDB	 African Development Bank

CSD	 Commission on Sustainable Development

DFID	 Department for International Development (UK)

EU	 European Union

GWP	 Global Water Partnership

IWRM	 Integrated Water Resources Management

JPoI	 Johannesburg Plan of Implementation

MDG	 Millennium Development Goals

NGO	 Non-governmental Organization

OECD	 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

PRSP	 Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

UN	 United Nations

UN-DESA	 United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs

UCC	 United Nations Environment Programme Collaborative Center (Copenhagen)

UNESCO	 United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Programme

UNDP	 United Nations Development Programme

UNEP	 United Nations Environment Programme

WHO	 World Health Organization

WSSD	 World Summit on Sustainable Development

WWAP	 World Water Assessment Programme

WWDR	 World Water Development Report





Table of Contents

1.0	 Executive Summary	 1

2.0	 The Overall Setting	 3

2.1	 Water availability in sufficient quantity and quality	 3

2.2	 The many uses of water	 3

2.3	 Diversity	 4

2.4	 From fragmented to integrated management	 4

3.0	 The response of the United Nations system	 7

3.1	 The need to set targets and to monitor progress towards achieving those targets	 7

3.2	 Survey of progress on IWRM	 8

4.0	 Status of national IWRM planning and implementation	 15

4.1	 Analysis of the UN-Water Survey	 15

4.2	 Comparative analysis of the UN-Water Survey with those of GWP and AfDB	 17

4.3	 Implementation of IWRM and Water Efficiency Plans and Outcomes of Implementation	 20

4.4	 Examples of ongoing IWRM processes	 22

4.5	 Case studies from selected countries	 25

4.6	 The development of indicators	 29

5.0	 Key lessons learned and future actions	 31

6.0	 List of Annexes	 33

Appendix   Diagrams showing Regional and Sub-Regional comparisons	 35





�

Managers, whether in the government or private sectors, 

have to make difficult decisions on water allocation. More 

and more they have to apportion diminishing supplies 

between ever-increasing demands. Drivers such as demo-

graphic and climatic changes further increase the stress 

on water resources. The traditional fragmented approach 

is no longer viable and a more holistic approach to water 

management is essential.

This is the rationale for the Integrated Water Resourc-

es Management (IWRM) approach that has now been 

accepted internationally as the way forward for efficient, 

equitable and sustainable development and management 

of the world’s limited water resources and for coping with 

conflicting demands.

Countries and regions have very different physical char-

acteristics and are at very different stages in economic and 

social development: hence there is a need for approaches 

to be tailored to the individual circumstance of country and 

local region.

This Report, compiled by UN-Water, aims to illustrate 

progress made on meeting the target to “Develop integrat-

ed water resources management and water efficiency plans 

by 2005, with support to developing countries, through 

actions at all levels” agreed at the World Summit on Sus-

tainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg in 2002, 

through the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPoI).

The Report is based on a survey covering 104 countries 

of which 77 are developing or countries in transition and 

27 are developed (OECD and EU member states) The survey 

brings together the results of questionnaires by UN-DESA, 

and UNEP� in 2007. Several other members of UN-Water 

and partner agencies have supported and contributed to 

the Report including UNDP, UN Statistics, WHO, WWAP 

and GWP. The survey recognises that countries use different 

terminology for their water resources management plans. 

It provides the most objective and comprehensive overview 

of the current status of water resources management. The 

Report also includes information gathered by the more 

informal surveys conducted earlier by the Global Water 

Partnership and the African Development Bank.

�	 Through the UNEP Collaborating Centre in DHI, Copenhagen

Key conclusions:

Developed countries: They have advanced on almost all 

major issues, however, there is still much room for further 

improvement.

•	 Of the 27 countries responding to the UN-Water Sur-

vey only 6 claim to have fully implemented national 

IWRM plans; a further 10 of those countries claim to 

have plans in place and partially implemented.

•	 The Report indicates that developed countries need 

to improve on public awareness campaigns and on 

gender mainstreaming.

Developing countries: There has been some recent 

improvement in the IWRM planning process at national 

level but much more needs to be done to implement the 

plans. 

•	 Of the 53 countries for which comparison was made 

between the GWP and the UN-Water surveys (con-

ducted approximately 18 months apart), the percent-

age of countries having plans completed or under 

implementation has risen from 21% to 38%. On this 

measure the Americas have improved most - from 

7% to 43%; the comparable changes for Africa were 

from 25% to 38% and for Asia from 27% to 33%. 

However, some of the change may be due to differ-

ences in the questionnaires.

•	 Africa usually lags behind Asia and the Americas on 

most issues, however it is more advanced on stake-

holder participation and on subsidies and micro-credit 

programs;

•	 Asia is more advanced on institutional reform and yet 

lags behind in institutional coordination.

Case studies: There are many illustrations of the tangi-

ble benefits of implementing plans that have adopted the 

IWRM approach. There are examples at the national and 

international levels; of particular significance are the exam-

ples at the community and provincial levels for it is at these 

levels that so many societal gains can be made.

Water efficiency: It is clear that many countries 

consider that plans that follow an IWRM approach auto-

matically also include water efficiency measures. There was 

considerable ambiguity in the responses concerning water 

efficiency in large measure reflecting diverse situations. It is 

recognised that taking actions that make water use more 

efficient is beneficial for economic and social development 
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2.8 Financing

Financing - Summary Statistics for Africa
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Financing - Summary Statistics for Asia 

0
1

2

3

4

5
Water Sector Investment Plan

Strategy for Mobilization 
Of Financial Resources

Norms and Procedures for 
Financial Sustainability

Gradual Cost Recovery
Mechanisms/Progressive
Tariff Structures

Subsidies/Micro
Credit Programs

Central Asia Eastern Asia South-Eastern Asia Western Asia All Asia

Financing - Summary Statistics for 
Asia

SE Asia generally highest; Central Asia 

lowest

Appendix








